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Dale Farm Planning Cases 


I have been asked to write to you on behalf 
of John Flynn, an elderly man in ill-health, 
and Nora Sheridan, in her eighties and one of the 
oldest residents at Dale Farm. 

Both have talked with Brian, and with Janine, during 
past visits and have filled out Legal Aid forms. 

They believe, as I do, that this is a very opportunity time 
to proceed with fresh planning applications (or fresh 
appeals if this is appropriate) for their yards. 

The threat of eviction has been lifted, at least until 
the hearing of the case in the Court of Appeal, 
entered by Basildon Council after the quashing of their 
direct action enforcement decision by the High Court. 

The recent case in the Court of Appeal, Regina (Wychavon 
District Council) v Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government in which it was ruled that 
needs - including the need for somewhere to live - can 
outway protection of the Green Belt gives us an 
opening for obtaining planning permission for 
"special cases" at Dale Farm. 

Even obtaining permanent permission (or five year) 
for one or two yards would be a huge breakthrough. 

It would help to prevent the possible future forced 
removal of families into council-owned and managed 
"sites", which they want to avoid - and which I 
believe would be a step backwards considering 
the community they have now, which is their own. 



Please can you let us know whether you can proceed 
with cases at Dale Farm, especially those of John Flynn 
and Nora Sheridan, who are placing much hope in your reply. 

If there is anything I can do, furnishing data, filling forms, 

I will do that (on a voluntary basis). Indeed, I have 
endeavoured to obtain Nora's NI number and this, I realise, may 
still be needed. 

Yours sincerely, 


Grattan Puxon 
secretary 

Dale Farm Housing Association 


